ijo LADY BEACONSFIELD AND HER TIMES

novels her children, but in reality he was her child, With
all respect to Queen Victoria and the Gladstones, Mary Anne's
marriage was the most successful of the three, for the Queen
and the Gladstones had fewer difficulties with which to con-
tend, seeing all were rich and in the enjoyment of influential
family connections. Mary Anne and Disraeli were free-lances,
with nothing behind them except Bradenham as a country
resort, and such fortune as Wyndham Lewis left Mary Anne,
Disraeli's emoluments as a Cabinet minister and the money he
made from his novels must be called, in the language of the
Commissioners of Inland Revenue, occasional profits,

Mary Anne and Disraeli found in one another an ideal
comradeship even more satisfactory than that of the Gladstones,
for William, a booming evangelical person, could never, in all
probability, have brought himself down quite to the level of
his wife, whereas Disraeli always professed to look up to his;
nor is there any record that Mrs. Gladstone ever cut William's
hair.

By the strange decree of fate these three important marriages
were complementary and interlinked, and affected the British
Empire as we know it to-day more vitally than any other three
marriages in history. Queen Victoria at her own expense
erected a memorial to Disraeli in Hughenden Church over the
seat in the chancel which he occupied during his life, The
inscription read:

"To the dear and honoured memory of Benjamin, Earl of
Beaconsfield, this memorial is placed by his grateful Sovereign
and Friend, Victoria, R.I. 'Kings love him that speaketh
right,' Proverbs, xvi, 13, February 27th, 1882."

She did not erect a memorial to Mr, Gladstone,